
Design practitioners and educators can find value in a collaborative practice. We 
know that other designers contribute to the design process by providing creative 
perspectives, ways of knowing, and critical evaluations beyond our own. We push 
ourselves the hardest, and ask the toughest questions, when we know another 
colleague will be working on the same problem. As educators, we know that  
students will benefit in the same ways, and also be expected to be strong 
collaborators in practice. 

Unfortunately, a collaborative approach is often missing from academia both in the 
curriculum and the professional lives of design faculty. The result can be isolation 
and monotony for faculty, and students who are ill-prepared to creatively work 
with others. 

Over the years, we have worked together collaboratively on a wide range of 
projects, both in research and teaching. These collaborations have spanned small 
to large in scope and the learning outcomes have been rich. Most recently, we have 
launched a project called COLLAB + DESIGN ED (http://
www.collabdesigned.com/). The project aims to make collaboration in academia 
more possible and enjoyable by sharing successful collaborative approaches from 
a wide variety of perspectives. The current call for project submissions has been 
successful in generating a lot of interest in the subject. 

At the AIGA DEC Nuts + Bolts conference, we propose to facilitate a roundtable 
discussion inviting fellow design educators to share their obstacles and limitations 
in conducting collaborative projects with their colleagues, either remotely or 
locally. We will equally welcome dialogue about the learnings generated from 
successful endeavors. We see this as a guided roundtable and active brainstorming 
session. Sample prompts could include:  
_Imagine a collaboration free of academic budgetary complications  
_Describe the biggest obstacles to your dream collaboration  
_Explain how you evaluate collaborative projects 
_Share the networks through which collaborative partners have been made 
_Discuss the resources used in collaborative projects
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